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1
HIGH TEMPERATURE-PROOF DEVICE FOR
LITHIUM BATTERY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a lithium battery, particu-
larly to a high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery.

2. Description of the Related Art

Although lithium batteries have advantages of high energy
conversion efficiency, long service life and superior stability,
the content thereof is likely to be denatured by weathering,
dramatic temperature variation, or collision. The denatured
content may cause the internal temperature to rise or even
cause explosion. Therefore, the designers of lithium batteries
must take much care in safety problems.

Refer to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2 for a conventional safety device
of'a lithium battery. In the prior, a pressure relief device 50 is
installed on one face of a lithium battery 52. A sealing board
54 is arranged on the same face of the lithium battery 52. The
sealing board 54 has at least one through-hole 56 where a
pressure relief module 58 is arranged. The pressure relief
module 58 comprises a top cover 60. The top cover 60 has at
least one exhaust hole 62 at two ends thereof. An engagement
member 64 is secured inside the top cover 60. A pressure
relief valve 66 is arranged inside the engagement member 64.
The pressure relief valve 66 has an annular trench 68. The
pressure the annular trench 68 can withstand is smaller than
that the surrounding material can do. Once the pressure of the
lithium battery 52 exceeds a specified value, the annular
trench 68 will break firstly. Thus is detached the pressure
relief valve 66 and released the pressure. The prior art can
indeed prevent from too high a pressure inside a lithium
battery. However, the prior art cannot prevent a lithium bat-
tery from explosion caused by too high a temperature.

Accordingly, the present invention proposes a high tem-
perature-proof device for a lithium battery to overcome the
abovementioned problem.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The primary objective of the present invention is to provide
a high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery, which
can prevent a lithium battery from burning or explosion
caused by high-temperature internal gas generated by inap-
propriate chemical or electric reaction, whereby is enhanced
the safety of the lithium battery.

Another objective of the present invention is to provide a
high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery, which
can prevent the components from being loosened by vibration
generated in transportation of the lithium battery.

A further objective of the present invention is to provide a
high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery, which is
simple-structured and easy to assemble, and which can be
fabricated in low cost and high efficiency.

To achieve the abovementioned objectives, the present
invention proposes a high temperature-proof device for a
lithium battery, which is installed in a casing of a lithium
battery. The casing has a sealing board on one face thereof.
The sealing board has a least one through-hole where a pres-
sure relief module is installed. The pressure relief module has
a top cover protruding from the sealing board. The top cover
has at least one exhaust hole and an engagement member
arranged inside the top cover. The engagement member has a
first exhaust channel. A low-melting point compound is
arranged inside the first exhaust channel.
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2

Below, the embodiments are described in detail in coop-
eration with drawings to make easily understood the struc-
tural characteristics and efficacies of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a conventional lithium battery;

FIG. 2 shows a conventional pressure relief device of a
lithium battery;

FIG. 3 schematically shows a lithium battery according to
some embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a sectional view schematically shows a high
temperature-proof device for a lithium battery according to a
first embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 51s asectional view schematically shows the response
of a high temperature-proof device to the high-temperature
gas inside a lithium battery according to the first embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a sectional view schematically shows a high
temperature-proof device for a lithium battery according to a
second embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is sectional view schematically shows the response
of a high temperature-proof device to the high-temperature
gas inside a lithium battery according to the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Refer to FIG. 3. In some embodiments, the high tempera-
ture-proof device 10 of the present invention is installed in a
lithium battery 12. The lithium battery 12 has a battery core
(not shown in the drawings), a positive electrode 14, a nega-
tive electrode 16, and a casing 18 encapsulating the battery
core, wherein the positive electrode 14 and the negative elec-
trode 16 extend from the battery core. The casing 18 is made
of a rigid metallic material lest the lithium battery 12 be
damaged by collision. The casing 18 has a sealing board 20 on
one face thereof. The sealing board 20 is also made of a rigid
metallic material and joined with the casing 18 via a laser
welding technology or an ultrasonic welding technology.

Referto FIG. 3 again, and refer to F1G. 4 for a first embodi-
ment of the present invention. The sealing board 20 is
arranged on one face of the casing 18. The sealing board 20
has at least one through-hole 202 where a pressure relief
module 22 passes through the sealing board 20. The pressure
relief module 22 comprises a top cover 220 made of a metallic
material. The top cover 220 has at least one exhaust hole 222.
Thetop cover 220 protrudes from the sealing board 20, and an
engagement member 224 is fixed to the interior of the top
cover 220. The pressure relief module 22 is fixed to the
sealing board 20 with a fastening member or with a welding
method. The engagement member 224 has a first exhaust
channel 226 where a low melting point compound 24 is filled.
The low melting point compound 24 is a material having a
melting point lower than that of the rubber material of the
engagement member 224, such as an alloy containing alumi-
num, indium, bismuth, lead and cadmium. While the internal
temperature of the lithium battery 12 rises, the low melting
point compound 24 will melt before the melting of the
engagement member 224, as shown in FIG. 5. Thereby, the
first exhaust channel 226 is opened. Thus, the high-tempera-
ture gas flows from the interior of the lithium battery 12
through the first exhaust channel 226 to the exhaust hole 222.
Then, the high-temperature gas is exhausted from the exhaust
hole 222. Consequently is lowered the internal temperature of
the lithium battery 12. The engagement member 224 is made
ofarubber material, which is soft and able to absorb vibration
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caused by transportation of the lithium battery 12. Therefore
is reduced the vibration conducted to the pressure relief mod-
ule 22 and the low melting point compound 24 inside the first
exhaust channel 226. Thus, the low melting point compound
24 is unlikely to loosen or drop.

Refer to FIG. 6 for a second embodiment of the present
invention. In the second embodiment, the engagement mem-
ber 224 has at least one second exhaust channel 228. In the
second embodiment, the first exhaust channel 226 has a
sealed end 2262 to prevent that the high temperature gas
inside the casing 18 flows out from the first exhaust channel
226 or the heat energy inside the casing 18 radiates from the
first exhaust channel 226. In FIG. 6, the engagement member
224 has two second exhaust channels 228 interconnecting
with the casing 18 and the first exhaust channel 226 and filled
with at least one low melting point material 24. While the
internal temperature of the lithium battery 12 exceeds a speci-
fied value, the low melting point material 24 melts, and the
second exhaust channels 228 are opened, as shown in FIG. 7.
Thus, the heat energy inside the lithium battery 12 is released
through the second exhaust channels 228 and the first exhaust
channel 226 to the exhaust hole 222 and then exhausted from
the exhaust hole 222. Consequently is lowered the internal
temperature of the lithium battery 12.

In conclusion, the present invention is applied to a lithium
battery and able to prevent the components of the lithium
battery from being loosened by vibration. Further, the present
invention uses a low melting point compound to effectively
control the internal temperature of a lithium battery. The
present invention can exempt a lithium battery from burning
or explosion caused by the internal high-temperature gas
generated in an inappropriate chemical or electric reaction.
The present invention can fully guarantee the safety of the
lithium battery. The present invention is simple-structure and
easy to assemble and thus can be fabricated in low cost.

The embodiments described above are only to exemplify
the present invention but not to limit the scope of the present
invention. Any equivalent modification or variation according
to the characteristic or spirit of the present invention is to be
also included within the scope of the present invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery,
comprising:

a lithium battery including a battery core;

a casing encapsulating the battery core, said casing having

multiple faces;

a sealing board installed at one of said faces of said casing,

said sealing board having at least one through-hole;

a top cover protruding from said sealing board, wherein

said top cover having at least one exhaust hole;

an engagement member being fixed to an interior of said

top cover and having a longitudinally extending axis,
said engagement member having an axially extended
first exhaust channel and at least one second exhaust
channel extending transversely and obliquely with
respect to said axis of said engagement member, said
first exhaust channel being in fluid communication with
said atleast one exhaust hole and said at least one second
exhaust channel being in fluid communication with said
first exhaust channel; and

a low melting point material wholly contained within said

at least one second exhaust channel, said low melting
point material having a melting point lower than that of
said engagement member.

2. The high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery
according to claim 1, wherein said first exhaust channel has a
sealed end.

3. The high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery
according to claim 1, wherein said engagement member is
made of a rubber material.

4. The high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery
according to claim 1, wherein said low melting point material
is made of an alloy containing at least one of aluminum,
indium, bismuth, lead and cadmium.

5. The high temperature-proof device for a lithium battery
according to claim 3, wherein said low melting point material
is made of an alloy containing at least one of aluminum,
indium, bismuth, lead and cadmium.
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